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Explore the world of industrial minerals, 11-13 May 2007

At the initiative of the European industrial minerals sector, minerals producers all over Europe will take part in the first pan-European Minerals Day to be held between 11 and 13 May 2007. 
This is an excellent opportunity for local communities to find out more about the world of industrial minerals and how they are mined and processed. It will boost awareness of the importance of industrial minerals and demonstrate that minerals companies are responsible neighbours.

Activities will be at the discretion of the individual companies, but will typically include quarry and plant visits, demonstrations of equipment, presentations of health and safety standards at work and the different phases of quarry life (planning, extraction and land restoration), geological tours, school and youth projects, nature protection projects, fossil hunts, activities for children, concerts, fireworks and, exhibitions.

This first European Minerals Day will focus on children and teenagers. With this target audience in mind, a recently developed educational tool, “the Mineral Zone”, is available on the internet (www.ima-europe.eu) and CD ROM. Some schools have already started using this as a learning resource. Greek, French and German versions are being prepared for the event in May 2007.

The programme of events and list of participating companies will be publicised soon at www. mineralsday.eu.

About industrial minerals

Industrial minerals are essential raw materials in most manufacturing sectors, including paint, electronics, metal casting and foundry, paper, plastics, glass, ceramics, detergents, pharmaceuticals, cosmetics, construction materials and agriculture. They are also used as processing aids for the food and feed industries and have an increasingly important role in environmental engineering. 
· A family house contains up to 150 tonnes of minerals in cement (clay, calcium carbonate), plaster and plasterboard (gypsum), glass, paint, ceramics, tiles, etc.

· A car contains up to 150 kilograms of minerals in rubber (talc, calcium carbonate), plastics (talc, calcium carbonate, kaolin, wollastonite), glass, casting (bentonite, silica, wollastonite).

· Fifty percent of paint is made up of minerals (calcium carbonates, silica, plastic clay, talc, bentonite, mica).

· Paper uses up to 50 percent of minerals (calcium carbonate, talc, kaolin, bentonite).

· Ceramics are 100 percent made out of minerals (feldspar, wollastonite, clay, kaolin, talc, silica).

· Glass contains up to 100 percent minerals (silica, feldspar, borate, dolomite).
For more information, please contact: 

Amina Langedijk, Senior Communication Advisor, IMA-Europe

E-mail: a.langedijk@ima-eu.org, Tel. +32 2 524 55 00.

Essential, Beneficial and Smart Minerals

- Your world is made of them
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