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PRESS  RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

31 October 2006
The First Multi-Sectoral European Social Dialogue Agreement on the Prevention of Occupational Exposure to Respirable Crystalline Silica enters into Effect

The “Agreement on Workers’ Health Protection through the Good Handling and Use of Crystalline Silica” entered into effect on 25 October 2006 as originally scheduled. 
As from today, European Employer and Employee representatives of 14 industry sectors
 will apply the provisions of the European social dialogue Agreement which was signed on 25 April 2006. It aims at improving the protection of over 2 million workers employed in the EU from exposure to respirable crystalline silica and enhancing compliance with EU and EU Member States’ existing workers health & safety legislation.

The Parties have committed to the dissemination and the promotion of the Agreement within their own structures and to third parties. They will sustain their efforts in the near future, notably by launching a first reporting exercise on the status of implementation and preparation no later than June 2007. In addition, the signatories have drafted joint reading guidelines and a Q/A to guarantee a harmonized application of the Agreement in each of the Member States. 
The Agreement and its main annex, the Good Practice Guide, have been translated into the 20 official EU languages
 and will be available in the weeks to come on www.nepsi.eu and in part C of the OJ. The initiative was supported by the European Commission.  
Contact at IMA-Europe: Ms Valentine Poot-Baudier (Adviser Social Affairs).







� Aggregates, Cement, Ceramics, Foundry, Glass fibre, Special Glass, Container Glass, Flat Glass, Industrial Minerals, Mineral Wool, Mines, Mortar, Natural Stones and Pre-cast Concrete. 


� The English version is authoritative
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