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For immediate release
“The industrial minerals industry takes resource efficiency seriously”

and appraises the Commission Roadmap on Resource Efficiency
Producing primary raw materials which are essential for the whole manufacturing industry, the industrial minerals sector has always considered resource efficiency as a key priority.
Industrial minerals contribute to resource efficiency throughout the whole product life cycle.

Therefore IMA-Europe welcomes the emphasis given by the Communication “Roadmap to a Resource Efficient Europe” and the focus it gives to a life-cycle approach. As a resource industry, the Industrial Minerals sector stresses that reduction of resource use per se does not make sense for non-critical, non-scarce resources which may play a major role in the attainment of low-carbon, environmental friendly solutions. What counts is to ensure the integrity of ecosystems in the long term and minimise the environmental impacts of resource use. For Industrial Minerals, resource efficiency encompasses all aspects of the product life-cycle from cradle to cradle: efficient extraction, processing, manufacturing, usage, and end-of-life and finally whenever feasible recycling. 
Resource Efficiency requires holistic, life-cycle based, approach, and further consideration is needed to develop integrated indicators, not simplistic ones. It is not from the score of individual indicators that one may deduce the most efficiency options.
The benefits on the environment of taxing natural resource or land use remains unclear. Already subjected to income taxes, should the European industry be subjected in addition to resource taxes, this risks to discourage investment in the EU. Rather than improving the access to raw materials in the EU, it will still deprive the European manufacturing industries from a sustainable, secured access to domestic resources. On the long term, it will trigger more transportation of ponderous materials across Europe, with the associated unfavourable consequences on the environment, as well as the delocalisation of many manufacturing industries outside the EU. A rigourous analysis of the concept is needed to guarantee a uniform and fair tax treatment, as well as an actual production of better eco-efficient products.
Last but not least, financing Innovation related to resource efficiency will allow for progress and IMA-Europe strongly supports the development of the European Innovation Partnership on Raw Materials and the Public-Private Partnerships. It is essential in that respect to attract around the innovation projects all concerned partners, large, medium and small enterprises, and to address in a wide perspective all the aspects of resource efficiency from exploration, extraction, to processing, manufacturing, usage, end-of-life and recycling. 

What does resource Efficiency means for Industrial Minerals:

· Resource efficiency starts with sustainable mining & processing (primary resource efficiency). Producing the highest possible qualities and saving energy and water n thanks to new technologies  increases the rate of marketable ore.
· Minerals are contributing to create value throughout the product value chain. Improving the quality and performance of its products, they allow to reduce their consumption. They also enable savings in the downstream sectors’ production processes while they improve the performances of the applications they contribute to develop.

· Optimising resource management through the valorisation  of by-products and waste allows to reduce the waste streams (secondary resource efficiency). Less valuable grades are supplied to the appropriate downstream markets and increases mining productivity.  

· Industrial minerals are recovered through the recycling of the applications which contain them The recyclability of minerals lies between 40-50% thanks to current rate of recycling of their applications.
Contact: Michelle Wyart-Remy, Secretary General

18 October 2011

Industry profile : http://www.ima-europe.eu/industryprofile.html 
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