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For immediate release

September 2006
WWF Austria and Forum Rohstoffe win the first IMA-Europe Recognition Award

The European industrial minerals sector, represented by IMA-Europe, have awarded the Austrian branch of the World Wildlife Fund for Nature (WWF) and Forum Rohstoffe
 for their joint efforts to raise awareness about industrial minerals and the biodiversity on and around rehabilitated quarries. The IMA Recognition Award was initiated this year and will be awarded every two years to a body or organization outside the mining sector for its contribution to promoting industrial minerals.

The Award Ceremony took place on 6 September, on the eve of IMA-Europe’s 2006 Conference, at the European Parliament in Strasbourg under the patronage of MEP Malcolm Harbour and in the presence of Mr Giles Chichester MEP and Chairman of the EP Industry Committee.

Claude Stenneler, President of IMA-Europe, presented the 2006 Award to Dr Hildegard Aichberger, Director WWF Austria and Thomas Kaissl, Project leader WWF Austria, and to Forum Rohstoffe board members, Ursula Huber-Wilhelm, Managing Director of Welser Kieswerke Treul & Co., Dr Manfred Asamer, Managing Director of Asamer & Hufnagl Kies- und Betonwerke, and Dr Carl Hennrich, Secretary General of the Fachverband der Stein- und Keramischen Industrie Österreichs e.V.
“The collaboration between the Austrian trade association and the Austrian World Wildlife Fund for Nature is quite unique,” says Claude Stenneler. “The 2006 award winners worked very hard during the 9-year project to promote awareness of quarry sites and the biodiversity that can be found on them. They have co-developed educational materials for schools, and produced a TV documentary, “Trails in the Sand”, on biodiversity at restored quarries which often provide new habitats for rare species. Their projects throw a different and positive light on the mining sector, and this is what we need to promote. We are therefore very proud and honoured that the first IMA Award is going to them. We hope their initiatives will inspire others.”
“Forum Rohstoffe is very honoured of having been chosen as the first IMA Award winners, and we are very pleased to receive this award together with our friends from WWF-Austria. It represents a wonderful recognition of our nine-years-old cooperation in environmental matters”, Carl Hennrich adds. “The aggregates industry is absolutely not one of the founding members of the green movement, but we try to learn daily. Our environment needs to be protected, today more then ever. A large majority of our companies is aware of the fact that we as quarry owners have the possibility to contribute to the improvement on nature conservation and are making efforts to protect nature and especially species included in the red list of endangered flora and fauna. We are convinced of having produced a win-win situation.” (see also www.ForumRohstoffe.at)
The ceremony was attended by about 120 representatives from industry and NGOs, Members of the European Parliament, European Commission officials and the specialised press. The event was well attended by the Austrian MEPs: Mr Paul Rübig, Mrs Maria Berger, Mr Othmar Karas and Mr Harald Ettl as well as by Messrs Giles Chichester, Philip Bradbourn, John Purvis, Filip Kaczmarek.
For more information, please contact: Dr Michelle Wyart-Remy (Secretary General) or Amina Langedijk (Senior Advisor Communication) Tel. +32 2 524 55 00, e-mail: a.langedijk@ ima-eu.org.
Key figures
The European industrial minerals sector includes the leading global producers and contributes about EUR 13 billion to GDP. It directly employs about 100,000 people and indirectly affects 400,000 more from downstream industries such as ceramics, plastics, glass, foundry, paper, etc.
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� Forum Rohstoffe is a division of the Fachverband der Stein- und Keramischen Industrie Österreichs e.V.
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